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Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer, 

FOR  1918. 

7o  the  Chairman  & Members  of  the  Holbeach  Urban  District  Council. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1918. 

BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  there  were  106  Births  registered  in  the  District;  the  sexes  being  equally 
divided.  There  were  6 illegitimate  Births,  4 male  and  2 female.  The  Bhth-rate  is  thus  i9'2. 

DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  was  76,  giving  a Death-rate  of  15  6;  of  these  n were  of 
residents  who  died  elsewhere,  and  19  of  non-residents  who  died  in  this  area,  leaving  a net  total  of  d8, 
which  gives  a net  Death-rate  of  13  9 

There  were  6 Deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  a mortality  of  56'6  per 
thousand  Births. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were : — 

Cancer  11. 

Bronchitis  8. 

Pneumonia  8. 

Heart  Disease  7. 

Influenza  5. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

^ There  were  41  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified,  37  being  Measles  and  of  these  29  were 
notified  in  December.  There  were  2 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  2 of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Nine  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  by  parents. 

The  epidemic  of  Measles  was  clearly  due  to  one  child  who,  contracting  the  disease  in  a 
neighbouring  town,  infected  a whole  School  before  becoming  ill. 

Eight  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified. 

The  Influenza  epidemic  was  most  prevalent  during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year. 

I noticed  several  instances  of  soldiers  on  leave  being  the  first  cases  in  different  centres.  All 
the  help  that  could  be  got  was  made  available  and,  compared  with  other  districts,  this  must  be 
considered  favoured  when  only  7 deaths  were  reported  during  the  most  severe  period,  October — 
December,  in  a population  of  4872. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

The  two  most  pressing  needs  of  the  District  are  : — 

(1)  A good  Water  Supply. 

(2)  More  and  improved  Houses  for  the  Working  Classes. 

It  has  been  impossible  to  improve  the  condition  of  things  with  regard  to  this  matter. 

A thorough  inspection  of  the  area  might  well  be  done  by  a qualified  lady  inspector,  who 
might  be  employed  for  the  purpose,  in  conjunction  with  the  neighbouring  Councils.  This  would  place 
before  the  Council  the  real  state  of  affairs,  so  that  the  whole  District  might  be  dealt  with  under  a 
general  scheme. 


% 


* ; •' 


There  are  three  classes  of  houses  to  be  considered  : — 

(i)  Those  which  should  be  condemned. 

. (2)  Those  which  might  be  made  habitable  if  properly  repaired. 

(3)  Tnose  winch  should  only  be  inhabited  by  a certain  number  of  persons. 

It  does  seem  strange  that  while  there  are  strict  regulations  as  regards  cattle,  a man  and  w fe 
and  seven  children  should  be  permitted  to  occupy  a house  which  can  only  be  considered  to  have  two 
rooms.  In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  how  much  of  the  Report  on  the  District  made  by 
Dr.  H.  Timbrell  Bulstrode  on  behalf  of  the  L.  G.  B.  in  1908,  is  applicable  to  the  present  condition  of 
things. 

The  Small  Holdings  Colony  is  rapidly  nearing  completion  as  far  as  the  house  building  is 
concerned,  and  most  of  the  new  houses  are  now  occupied. 

During  the  year  the  Government  took  over  certain  premises  for  the  treatment  of  flax  grown 

in  the  district.  This  has  given  regular  occupation  to  a considerable  number  for  several  months.  In 

connection  with  the  flax  production  there  were  several  boys’  camps  during  the  late  summer.  I would 

advise  that  the  Council  insist  on  being  informed  when  such  camps  are  to  be  pitched,  and  their 

permission  should  be  necessary  in  each  case. 

The  provision  made  in  several  instances  during  1 9 r 8 -was  very  inadequate,  the  water  supply 
was  in  all  cases  a problem  and  the  sanitary  arrangements  and  provision  for  sickness  left  much  to  be 
desired.  It  requires  considerable  experience  to  run  a camp  of  two  hundred  boys  in  a district  of  this 
nature  and  in  some  instances  the  results  were  most  unsatisfactory. 

A considerable  number  of  German  prisoners  have  been  employed  in  the  District  at  work  on 
the  land.  Their  requirements  have  been  well  attended  to  under  the  supervision  of  the  Senior  Medical 
Officer  for  the  Lincolnshire  Coast  Defences,  and  beyond  the  fact  that  most  of  them  suffered  from 
influenza  their  presence  in  this  area  has  had  no  harmful  effect  as  regards  the  public  health. 

The  Day  Nursery  continued  to  do  useful  work  until  obliged  to  close  for  want  of  suitable 

premises. 

For  the  period  of  re-construction  I suggest  that  the  Council  might  build  a certain  number  of 
houses  in  different  parts  to  be  occupied  by  those  whose  houses  are  undergoing  repair  in  the  first 
instance,  and  subsequently  these  might  be  let  to  servants  of  the  Council  in  each  district.  This  method 
would,  I think,  facilitate  the  work  which  must  be  undertaken  in  the  near  future. 

I beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

FRED  WALKER, 

A cling  Medical  Officer. 


. Chamberlin,  Printer,  Hylbeach. 
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